
SEPTIC TANK PUMPER ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SPAC) 
June 11, 2004 
(FINAL) 

 
Attendees: Conrad Eckert - Eckert’s Services; Brian Tatman - Heavy Water Haulers; 
Don Heimbigner - Don’s Septic Service; Wade Stout, Nancy Stout – Badger Pass Septic 
Service; Mike Byrnes –  Superior Septic Serivce, Inc.; Jamie Hillman – Jim’s Backhoe & 
Septic Serivce; Vince Hoff – A-1 Septic Services; John Clark – Scenic City Pumping; Ed 
Thamke, Rick Thompson, George Scriba, Mary Louise Hendrickson, Autumn Bahr, Ray 
Lazuk – MT DEQ. 
 
  
 
Prior to the meeting being called to order, Ed Thamke, Bureau Chief, Waste and 
Underground Tank Management Bureau provided the SPAC information on a proposed 
fee increase for STP licensing.  Ed indicated that the program is currently in deficit mode 
and has been since March, 2004.  Additionally, 40% of the fee is returned to the counties, 
which translates into the program keeping $75 to maintain the program and the remaining 
$50 being returned to counties.  At the time of the meeting, the actual increase, in dollars, 
was not determined, since the program needs to calculate projected program expenditures 
– licensing, travel and inspections, compliance assistance.   The proposed fee increase 
will not be presented until the 2006/2007 legislature meets.  The SPAC members 
provided feedback that indicated a proposed fee increase is not unreasonable, especially 
if it means that the Department would be more available to provide compliance assistance 
and education.   
 
Rick Thompson indicated that he would calculate projected expenditures for the next 
several FY’s for the SPAC to review. 
 
Call to order: Mary Hendrickson relayed the message from Mike Byrnes to the SPAC 
that he had been held up by road construction so he would be late.  As a result, Jamie 
Hillman stepped in as acting chairman and called the meeting to order at approximately 
2:00 pm. 
 
Orders of Business: 
1. Approval of minutes from May 12, 2004 meeting 
 
2. Ray Lazuk, DEQ Subdivision Program Manager, presented the SPAC a summary 
of work the Subdivision Program does during their review/approval of subdivision plans.  
In short, the program does only what is required, and allowed, in accordance with the 
Platting Act (administered by counties) and the Sanitation Act (administered by DEQ) of 
the Sanitation and Subdivision Act.  The Subdivision Program reviews and approves only 
the sanitary facilities (wastewater treatment, water supply, and septic systems) in the 
subdivisions.  The SPAC members indicated that the concern of STP’s is that as more 
and more subdivisions are being approved, the land application sites are at risk of being 
lost, since the setback requirements require the pumpers maintain a 500-ft setback from 



any occupied building and development is encroaching on some pre-existing disposal 
sites.  Ray suggested that members start attending county planning meetings and 
providing input to the counties as they plan and approve the subdivisions so that they are 
made aware of not only the need for disposal sites, but also the location of currently 
approved sites.   
 Rick presented the SPAC with information on Montana’s Right to Farm Act and 
indicated that land application sites which are located on and are a part of an existing 
working farms crop rotation program that are approved prior to the subdivision may be 
protected from government zoning and nuisance ordinances, providing the disposal site is 
operated and maintained in accordance with the laws and rules governing STP’s.  
(Montana Law addressing this issue is attached) 
 
3. Autumn Bahr, DEQ Enforcement Division, presented an enforcement update 
(attached) 
 
4. Discussion of Enforcement Division staff on the SPAC.  Autumn indicated she 
works closely with Mary Hendrickson to resolve STP complaints that she receives, and 
felt that if the SPAC requested her participation, she would agree, but felt that the 
SPAC’s current composition was appropriate.  Autumn agreed to provide enforcement 
updates to the SPAC as requested.   
 
5. Development of SPAC mission statement as follows: 
 To enhance the active communication the DEQ and the Montana Septic Tank 
Pumper Industry.  To educate the Septic Tank Pumper Industry and the Montana public 
and advise the DEQ regarding appropriate guidelines of the pumper industry.  
 
6. Development of comments for STP proposed rule changes.  The SPAC 
determined that the comments developed from the meetings be submitted under the 
Montana Wastewater Association letterhead.  (since the 6/11/04 meeting, the comments 
have been submitted to the Department on behalf of the Montana Wastewater Association 
by Mike Byrnes) 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:30. 
 
Next Meeting scheduled: 

October 8, 2004 @ 1:30 pm – DEQ Metcalf Building, Room 111 
 
Agenda  Items for 10/8/04 meeting –  

• Certification of licensed Septic Tank Pumpers – roundtable discussion 
• Presentation of final rule changes – Pat Crowley  
• Presentation of fee increase calculations (tentative) – Rick Thompson 
• DEQ Enforcement to present current STP complaint/violation status 

(tentative) 
  
 
 


